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FIRST NUWS

Building Community with Compassion, Service, Diversity, and Spirit

We express compassion through caring, love and support for others.
We serve by promoting our principles and purposes through leadership, giving and action.
We are inspired by diversity to accept, respect and celebrate differences and interdependence.

We grow in spirit through our religious experiences, inquiry, education, reflection and transformation.

Minister’s Gleamings
Toasted Whole Grain Oat Cereal

Clinically PROVEN to Help Reduce Cholesterol

FREE GIFT INSIDE...
It is my experienced and highly educated guess that you will be more likely to read the newsletter
were it printed on the back of a cereal box that in its usual form regardless of how attractive it may
be. The repeated attempts to secure a contract with General Mills, Post and Kelloggs, have been far
too time consuming and costly to pursue.

Furthermore, this newsletter does not contain the daily compliment
of vitamins, it has not been known to lower cholesterol, nor has it _ R _
been certified, stamped, sealed and here-with-fore spindled, by the __

Food and Drug Administration. However it does contain the basic —
elements of our survival in the form of the efforts, suggestions and
information created and engineered by your fellow parishioners.

B TRV MNdde s -

One might claim it’s not really good for you, for it has a few

conditions. You are not required to eat this document as it does not
contain sufficient nutritional value in which to sustain life

indefinitely. Rather, it does contain all the nutritional elements one

may need to become spiritually fit and duly informed as to the

nature of our work, the recent events, meetings and services, =
hopefully of interest to our constituents.

The contents of this box when taken monthly, does contain the =
antidote to the ailment known as IDKWGO number 1. This is not
contagious, nor is it hereditary. It is self inflicted and can be cured.
Therefore, please settle down with your morning coffee or tea, a bowl of the aforementioned, or
whatever you choose, and paste this document to your brand of choice and never suffer again from
I Don’t Know What’s Going On number 1 ever again!
See you in church!

Sincerely, Holly

Inside this issue:
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SUNDAY MORNINGS AT FIRST UU
SERVICES START AT 10:30 AM

June 7 “Music Sunday” A service of Readings and Music. The choir will
perform Fauré’'s Requiem.

June 14 “1000 Cranes” The RE Program will present the play during the
service which they have been working very hard on during their
spring semester.

June 21 The Pride Service will be presented by our Welcoming
Congregation.

June 28 The Annual Church picnic will be held at Clark Reservation along
with a short service conducted by Rev. Holly Baylies.

Holly’s sermons are available. Please email her at firstuurev@twcny.rr.com to request a copy.

Minister’s Weekly Schedule

Monday: Holly’s sacred day off!

Tuesday: AM Staff meeting and available for appointments, meetings
Wednesday: Church Office and appointments, meetings

Thursday: Sermon Prep at home

Friday: Church Office and appointments, meetings

Saturday: Office at home

Sunday: Church and afternoon appointments

To schedule an appointment with Holly
e-mail: firstuurev@twcny.rr.com or revhollyl@aol.com
Office phone: 446-5940
For emergencies: Holly’s cell phone is 617-548-5113

Adult Enrichment News

UU CHRISTIAN STUDY GROUP PROPOSED

| have been told that there are a number of people who might want to explore their Christian roots from a UU
perspective. | have belonged to the UU Christian Fellowship for the past several years and along

the way have collected articles and books relating to UU Christians.
| would enjoy sharing this information with anyone who is interested.
This proposed group could decide what format would be desired; study, worship, and or a combination.

If you are interested let me know and we can plan an organizational meeting for some time this summer. | can be
reached by phone (445-1242) or by e-mail( ghsears@earthlink.net) Gracia Sears

I ——
FIRST NUUS Page 2




President’s Report

This newsletter’s President’s Report will be my last with the coming to a close of my
second term as your elected president of our Society. While after two years of some very
unprecedented events and decision making, | am ready to pass on the torch, it has truly
been an incredible growth experience for me. | thank the congregation for placing their
confidence in me and granting me their patience and good wiill.

Sailing through uncharted waters, together we have made our made our way through our \ J
“interim” period: forgiving, accepting, and strengthening our community. Facing decreasing revenues, together
we tightened our belts, renegotiated contracts, cut costs and found new ways to do more with less. While
having a lower number of pledges, we rallied as a community so that many individual pledge amounts are
significantly higher.

While we certainly have had our share of special congregational meetings over the last few years, | am
particularly happy that they produced a new carefully constructed constitution and the approval of hiring Holly
has our Consulting Minister. These are both great steps forward for the health of congregation.

Another great step for a healthy congregation is the reinvigoration of our annual church picnics. Please mark
your calendar for our Sunday June 28 Church Picnic at Clark Reservation and be sure to sign up for the picnic so
we can plan for the number attending. Also please remember that church services will be conducted at the
picnic at 11 am that Sunday.

Please also mark your calendars for our Annual Congregational Meeting on June 7 at noon.
Thank you and see you at church!

Joe Cavallaro, President

FUUSS FiscAL UPDATE First UU Caring Network
(As oF APRIL 30, 2009) A Note From Holly......
(represents 9 of 12 Actual to Date T:t:;A:tr;:al It is time to reestab!/sh our Ca.rlr'lg
months or 75% of fiscal | Expenses and : 8 y Network here at First UU. This is an
year) o EEIE 5 & important service to our immediate
Income: . . .
community, especially with Holly
; ] tion for a good portion
To Date (July 1, 08 - April ki) el Ve
30, 09) Total Expense: $152,356.67 | $197,703.50 of the summer. This team will work with
Holly to assess the needs of our
Aerf members in ways that we can be helpful,
ToDate (luly 1, 08 - April | o) o¢ 564 91 | $197,703.50 ith visiti dina card i
30, 09) Total Income: with visiting, sending cards, providing a
phone call, a meal or transportation etc. If you can offer help
2007-2008 Surplus/ in any way, please sign up as we gather our resources for
- . ($4,275.25) . . . . .
(Deficit) Carried Forward: assistance. There will be a sign up sheet in the Fellowship hall for
i those interested.
Overall Opera_tl.ng $11,432.99
Surplus / (Deficit): Thanks, Holly
To Dat;;l::’izs_ $123,000 $136,790.00 We consider the entire congregation members of this
- committee as, in one way or another, we all help each other.
To Date Fund Raising: | $1,022.00 $5,000.00
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Community Activities and Calendar

4 )

The FUN-Raising
TEAM is MAKING JOYFUL
NOISES

Friday June 5th 7:00-9 pm
GAME NIGHT
Scrabble-Checkers- Chess-Othello-
Uno- WHATEVER YOUR PLEASURE!!

Come one and all,
BRING YOUR FAVORITE BOARD OR
CARD GAME

June 2009

Membership Committee Meeting (P)

QD SOMETHING SNACKY TO SHARy

The Central New York chapter of CUUPS will
be holding a Solstice Ritual at May Memorial
UU Society on Sunday June 21st at 10:30AM.
We will be doing the “"Chocolate Ritual”, which
is traditionally done at Ostara, but we'll have
fun with it for Litha this year. If you want to
know more about it, come to the ritual! (Or
you can call or email Jody Brown at 476-0447
or jfb523@gmail.com.)

2 (Tues) 7:00 pm Worship Service Committee Meeting (B)
5 (Fri) 7:00 pm GAME NIGHT !!! (FH)
6 (Sat) 12:00 pm | Interfaith Duck Race
12:00 pm | RE Overnight and Play Rehearsal
7 (Sun) 10:30 am | Worship (S)
11:45am | ANNUAL CONGREGRATIONAL MEETING
8 (Mon) 7:00 pm Chalice Circle (P)
9 (Tues) 7:00 pm Membership Committee Meeting (B)
10 (Wed) | 1:15pm Chalice Circle (P)
13 (Sat) 11:00 am | St. Lawrence District Planning Meeting (P)
Worship (S) (PLAY: A THOUSAND CRANES) (S)
10:30 am . .
14 (Sun) Community Supported Agriculture Potluck
4:30 pm
(FH)
16 (Tues) | 7:00 pm Board of Trustees Meeting (P)
17 (Wed) 7:00 pm Welco.m.mg Cong.regatlon Committee (TR)
7:00 pm FunRaising Meeting (P)
10:30am | Worship
21 (Sun) 12:00 pm | Pride Potluck (FH)
12:15pm | Chalice Circle (P)
23 (Tues) | 7:00 pm PFLAG Meeting (FH)
24 (Wed) | 1:15 pm Chalice Circle (P)
28 (Sun) 10:30 am Church Picnic and Worship Service — Clark

Reservation

Key:

B=Betts Room
ER= East Room
(room at the end of the
RE Wing hall)
FH=Fellowship Hall
K=Kitchen
L=Library
(RE Office)
MR=Music Room
N=Narthex
P=Parlor
S=Sanctuary
TR=Teen Room
AR = Archive Room
(room behind
sanctuary)

Deadline for
submissions for next
issue:
Monday, June22, for
the issue that will
cover events from July
1, to
September 1, 2009, at
firstuu@twcny.rr.com,
or in the office.

NOTE:

THE NEWSLETTER
EDITOR IS TAKING A
REST AND THERE WILL
BE NO NEWLETTER FOR
THE MONTH OF
AUGUST

YOUR HELP NEEDED:

Ushers (upstairs), greeters (downstairs)
and social hour help (set up/clean up,
people interested in learning the ways of
the kitchen) are needed every week!

How to do it:
Sign up on the Big Board.

Need training or information?
Call or write Peg Flanders, Vice
President, pegflanders@twcny.rr.com,
488-8077 (9 a.m. to 9 p.m.)

May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society "MAYFEST"

11AM-3PM. Saturday, June 13. Come join your friends and
neighbors for a day of fun, games, rummage sale, bake sale,
silent auction of hand-crafted items, raffle for items and gift
certificates from local merchants, and a tasty, inexpensive lunch
while you are enjoying the festivities. There is something for
everyone. May Memorial Unitarian Universalist Society, 3800 E.

Genesee Street, Syracuse.

FIRST NUUS
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FRoOM ME TO UU!
REACHING IN AND REACHING OUT WITH OUR UU FAITH

Youth Religious Education News

A Thousand Cranes - June 14

Our children have been busy over the last 6 months working together in

community on preparing their production of 1000 Cranes. We will be

presenting the play during the service on Sunday, June 14th. This is sure to

be a delight as the fruits of their talents and hard work in the areas of set

building, costuming, special effects, and acting are presented for all to see. From the start this has been the children’s production and every
aspect of the planning and presentation are the results of their hard work and creativity.

If you have children in the RE program please mark your calendars for the upcoming events. On June 6th we will have an RE sleepover at the
church. Please contact Ruth Mudge if your child cannot attend as we will be also using this opportunity to work with the sanctuary stage and
equipment during our dress rehearsal. The schedule for the sleep over is as follows:

® 2:00pm Set Layout and Planning. We will be working on incorporating the set with the stage in the sanctuary. All children
who are interested or have been involved in the building of the set and wish to be stage hands are encouraged to
arrive during this time.

® 5:00pm Pizza Party, Celebration, and Awards Ceremony.

® 6:00pm Dress Rehearsal. This is the time we will have to use the sanctuary to run through the play. This time is very
important to our children so that they will feel prepared in the space they will be presenting in.

® 9:00 pm Snack and fireplace time.

® 9:30pm Sleep over until Sunday morning.

Coming Of Age 2009- A Spiritual and Spirited Trip

The COA group- Zane Suttmore, Elena Karpoff, Nick Piato, Corinne Hutchinson, Sean O’Bryan, and Hannah Lukow-with Fred
Karpoff, Matt Hutchinson, and Eileen Taveniere as chaperones, had a fun and fruitful time in MA. The 5/14 — 5/17/09 itinerary
included a tour and overview of the UUA Headquarters, a UUA Youth Office presentation, a tour of King’s Chapel, a visit to the
Plenary Cemetery, an afternoon at Quincy Market, a morning at the New England Aquarium, evenings on the beach in
Rockport, ending with a visit to Walden Pond.

Nick regaled all being transported in the “boys” vehicle with his excellent taste in music, Zane found treasures from the sea and
a toad at Thoreau’s cabin site, Sean was pleased as can be to be surrounded by so much “B” sportswear at Quincy Market,
Corinne cooked an excellent pasta meal with artichoke sauce (ask her for the recipe), and Hannah and Elena artfully lead us in
creating our COA thank you stepping stone for the Sharfsteins who opened their Rockport home to us.

As for the chaperones, Matt was an excellent navigator and took lots of photos, Fred kept a clean kitchen and worked wonders
with a bathroom plunger, and Eileen acted as banker and sort-of guide.

The weather and the company couldn’t have been better!

COA 2008/09 Couldn’t have happened without the dedication of our COA guides, Tina Leslie-Fox, Jim D’Aloisio, Brenda Owens,
and Jesse Harasta, who worked almost every Sunday with the youth . Tina and Jesse were also our chaperones on 2 overnight
retreats. COA mentors, Tanya Gesek, Rebecca Karpoff, Chris Allen, Phil Klein, Jeff Lamicella, Jerry Sharfstein, Kipp Mudge, and
Keith Bertrand helped tremendously with spiritual exploration and credo development. Thank you to all.

Finally, a warm thank you to everyone who supported COA fund raising activities through-out the year. You helped create fond
memories by making this UU youth journey possible.
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The Green Corner

WHAT DOES NATURE MEAN TO ME? INFINITE WONDER!

Now, if we traded places, and | were sitting in your place rather than standing up here, I'd
probably be thinking (if | were awake and had even heard what you said): What does he mean by that?
All he’s done is replace one hard-to-define word with two that are just as hard or harder to define!
Does he mean the mathematician’s infinite or the physicist’s, or is it to him just some misty, quasi-
religious concept? And in what sense is he using “wonder”?

| looked up “wonder” in my dictionary (Webster’s Collegiate, 10th edition, not the Concise English

Dictionary that Holly cited last week). It gave two definitions: a) “rapt attention or astonishment at

something awesomely mysterious or new to one’s experience,” and b) “a feeling of doubt or
uncertainty.”

So let me give you an example of wonder. At this time of year | could use blooming trees and flowers, birds and bees, or
little fuzzy baby animals, but | don’t need to, because Jerry Clausen has already done it well.

Last Sunday | saw something wonderful while driving on a not particularly scenic stretch of Brighton Avenue. This was up
near Brighton Towers, from which one on a clear day can almost see Oswego! What did | see? A white plastic bag!

Huh?
What did he say?
A white plastic bag, but it was flying! - What?

Like a bird, but it was doing acrobatics in the wind above the I-81 overpass. It would fill with air like a balloon, rise quickly,
then collapse like a bird drawing in its wings and dive towards the ground until it picked up another gust of air and rose
swiftly again, or just drifted slowly off like a hot-air balloon on a still day. | watched it only during the minute we were
waiting at the red light. There wasn’t even time enough to draw my passengers’ attention to it before it disappeared.

Now, what does this have to do with Nature? Well, | could tell you that it indicates the chaotic, seemingly random nature of
gusts of wind, whether near the ground or higher in the atmosphere, where airplanes sometimes encounter “clear air
turbulence.” In this case the gusts were especially interesting because they were hitting the overpass and causing secondary
eddies when bound vortices separated from the structure. These eddies interacted with the flexible surface of the bag to
give it its unpredictable motion. That’s using fluid dynamics’ lingo to disguise the fact that | can’t really explain what | saw!

Perhaps it’s better to simply say that | observed a beautiful and unpredictable natural phenomenon. When we’re suddenly
confronted with something like this, we can rummage around in the pigeon holes of our brains for words which only
imperfectly express our feelings. Perhaps poets do better than most of us at this. Here are a few lines taken from William
Butler Yeats’ poem “Vacillation” which express better than | can the way | feel after experiencing the infinite wonder of
Nature:
My fiftieth year had come and gone,
I sat, a solitary man,
In a crowded London shop,
An open book and an empty cup
On the marble table-top.

While on the shop and street | gazed
My body of a sudden blazed;
And twenty minutes more or less
It seemed, so great my happiness,
That | was blesséd and could bless.

He wrote this in 1932. If he could have an epiphany while looking out of a tea-shop window onto a London street, how
much beauty and wonder can we find in natural phenomena outside our door, even on a windy day on Brighton Avenue?
- Fred Lyman
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The Church Mouse

Thank You to.... ‘
\\

® The many volunteers that assisted with our RE Thank you foryour help!
programs this year - your help, wisdom, and time are
GREATLY APPRECIATED. - THANK YOU!!!

® The many efforts of the Building and Grounds Usher & Greeters: for March:
committee members who do many things big and
small to make First UU a welcome place. Gracia Sears, Cliff Mellor, Phil
Klein, Diane Case, Gary Shepard,
® The Board of Trustees. Janet Fitzpatrick, Tim Rice, Mary
McLatchie, Louise Heisler,

® Thank you to the Ministerial Search Committee members for their efforts this past year. Marcia Tupper

® The members of the choir whose talents and time have given us all great music on Sundays.

® To the many members who have volunteered their musical talents on Sundays.

® ASPECIAL THANK YOU TO THE MEMBERS OF FIRST UU FOR THEIR COMMITMENT, PASSION, AND
COMPASSION FOR THE COMMUNITY AT HAND AND THE COMMUNITY OF THE FUTURE AT FIRST UU.

Congratulations to 2009 Graduating Seniors!!!!
Coffee Hour Helpers

Vanessa Bellini, Jennifer Bowman, Steve Barash, Anna for March:
Stanbro, Edward Mackowiak, Joanna D’Aloisio, Dusten Thank UUs to:
Blake, and Lauren Kalish ] Ly
(additional help would
be nice!)

We welcome and congratulate our

newest member, Mary McLatchie,

Flowers for March

who signed the Membership Book on A big THANK YOU to:

April 19, 2009.
® Mike O’Bryan and Eileen
Taveniere in memory of
Barbara Taveniere and
Marguerite O’Bryan
All are welcome to attend the CSA (Community e The Green Sanctuary To
Supported Agriculture) summer kick-off potluck at Y T B
our church on Sunday, June 14 from 5 - 7. Bring a .
dish to pass and your own tableware. We will meet ® Chris Allen af’d the COA .
the farmer and many local people who will be (I;/)I;rggr_’s_el;%l;onng the Coming
enjoying organic produce this summer. We're the
only church with our own pod (distribution location).
This will be a fun event!
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Musical Notes ]

Music Sunday is June 7. The Requiem, by Gabriel Fauré will be performed by the choir, with musical accompaniment. Gabriel
Fauré (1845-1924) first performed his Requiem in Paris, at the Church of the Madeline in 1888. Fauré was a composer,
organist, pianist, known for harmonic and melodic language of the art song. The Requiem was not composed to the
memory of a special person, but in Fauré's words, "for the pleasure of it." However his parents died around the time of
this composition.

Without question Fauré's REQUIEM is one of the masterpieces of Choral Literature. His goal was to write a "small reg-
uiem" something very much against the grain of his peers and generation. Large works were being written, with full orchestration
and calling for expanded, if not massive forces. Fauré wanted to write something smaller, something more accessible not only to
audiences but performers as well. This is a piece that was intended to be for everyday people, churches and community choirs. It was
Fauré's gift to all of us. What can you say about Fauré's music, especially choral music?

Organic, is what first comes to mind. His music is ...as natural as breathing. In a way, similar to Mozart, but yet very different. First of all
he's French, and his music, his idiom is French in every way. But while Mozart was a conduit to a higher voice, Fauré was a conduit for his
fellow mortals. His melodies are the sounds of wind and rain, and laughing voices and crying babies. When you listen close you can hear
the crunch of leaves, and smell the sweet scent of spring moss. And even though his music is beautiful and skilled, its beauty is that of this
world, of our world, and the beauty that surrounds us each and every day.

Tips for listeners on June 7: Three things: listen, Listen, LISTEN. Do the words matter, sure, but hidden in each phrase, each melody and
harmony, lies everything Fauré was trying to express. There is no homework that needs to be done, no knowledge anyone needs to have
to come to this piece and discover for themselves what it holds, and what it means to them.

Our Soprano Soloist will be our own Rebecca Karpoff, and our baritone soloist will be Phil Eisenman. | promise you, this is NOT something
you will want to miss. -The Music Committee

The 2009 CNY Pride Parade & Festival will be held on Saturday, June 20. This year’s theme is EQUALITY ...
NOTHING MORE. For more information on the festival and parade, you can visit the following website:
http://lwww.cnypride.com

Here is the schedule for the day:
11:00 AM - Rainbow Flag Raising, Syracuse City Hall
11:30 AM - CNY Pride Parade, Downtown Syracuse
12:00 PM - CNY Pride Festival, Everson Plaza, Syracuse

First UU will have a group marching in the parade. All are welcome to participate, and Jim Vossler and Joe
Cavallero are designing and donating t-shirts, which people can borrow to wear during the parade. A limited
number of t-shirts will be available on a first come first serve basis. Anyone who is interested in marching and would
like a t-shirt can notify Maria Brown at mariabgood@yahoo.com or 256-

67617.

We are setting up a table at Pride Festival this year for community
outreach. This decision is dependent on adequate interest from the
congregation. We need volunteers for the following tasks: —

I. Table delivery and setup
2. 3 2-person teams to work the table for an hour apiece
3. Table breakdown and return to church

Anyone interested in helping with the table at Pride Festival can contact
Maria Brown at 256-6767 or mariabgood@yahoo.com.
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Sunday June 28 -11 am to 3:30 pm

Clark Reservation
6105 E. Seneca Turnpike, Jamesville, NY

CHURCH SERVICES WILL BE HELD
AT THE PICNIC AT 11 AM

A Suggested Donation of $4 per adult and $2 per child (6 to 12)

Kids 5 and under free. $20 per family max. (Donate as able/All are welcome)

Your donation covers the cost of the park rental, hamburgers, hot
dogs, charcoal and condiments.

Please bring a dish to share and a beverage of your choice!

Please consider bringing reusable plates and utensils to lessen our impact on the environment.

Please sign up at the “picnic table” in the Fellowship Hall in advance so we can plan on the
number attending.
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NOTICE: CHURCH SECURITY NOTICE

Are you looking for a good book or
an e“te’tzi“i“g m7°"ie from Due to the recent theft at church and in the
mazon: o . o
neighborhood, the lower parking lot door will be
locked by the greeters at 10:30 am on Sundays.
: We realize this may be an inconvenience, however :
Start your search from the FUUSS thi . to k e t
Homepage and Amazon.com will is measure is necessary to keep such instances at a
provide a donation of 10% of your minimum. Please use the Sanctuary front door on
purchase back to First UU! Sundays after 10:30.

YAVAYAAVAYAY

YAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAY

The 7th Annual Duck Race to End Racism - Sat June 6 Noon - 4 pm

Free Family Friendly Festival !!

We need about 30 more volunteers - to help during 3 shifts 7 - 11AM, 11 - 3, and 3 - 7 (or whatever you can do to help)
Generally we need adults - Teens also, depending on the task This is Sponsored by the InterFaith Works
(www.interfaithworkscny.org) and is a major fundraiser for the Community Wide Dialogue to End Racism - in Syracuse. Please
come enjoy the day - and if you can volunteer please email me back or contact Derrick Dorsey at InterFaith Works -
Ddorsey@interfaithworkscny.org, or at 3154493552 ext 107

Thank You ! - Ellyn Lentz, Duck Race - Volunteer Committee

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

FIRST NWS

NEWSLETTER NEWS

109 Waring Road
Syracuse, NY 13224

Phone: 315-446-5940 Fax: 315-449-0874
Email: firstuu@tweny.rr.com

We're on the Web!
www.firstuusyr.org
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